MARCH 2009 EVERGREEN MEADOWS

Meadowlark

Letter from the President

In January, when the Ever-
green Meadows Homeowners
Association documents were
turned over to me, they
included many boxes of past
minutes, letters and newslet-
ters. As | sorted through them,
several themes of interest and
involvement by past boards
became evident. From 1993 to
the present, many of the
documents had to do with
issues that are covered by
covenants and architectural
guidelines.

Just as we show pride of
ownership in our houses by
caring for them, pride of
ownership also shows in our
neighborhood. People have
differing views of what is
attractive, so without certain
restrictions there is a good
chance the neighborhood can
look dramatically different over
time. Thankfully we have
covenants and architectural
guidelines.

Why is it that there have been
so many concerns and
complaints about covenant
violations over the years? This
board decided that there could
be a couple of reasons.
Perhaps newcomers did not
receive their documents or
were so busy unpacking that
they forgot to read them. Or
perhaps existing homeowners
have long forgotten that it is
necessary to have approval of
the architectural committee for
house paint colors, fences,
additions, outbuildings, etc. No
board member likes having to
deal with a homeowner who
disregards the EMHA
regulations. Nor does anyone
like having to involve the
County when the problem
breaks county regulations as
well as those of EMHA.
Whatever the reasons for the
disregard of regulations, the
Covenants Control Committee
(CCC) chairperson Gary
Justus, and the Architectural
Review Board (ARB) chairper-
son Carl Pike will feature more
guidelines as reminders in
future newsletters.

Included in prior EMHA
documents were articles of
telephone trees for emergency
purposes. Today’s technology
offers us many choices, and
Andy Potter and Kelly Schmeer
are in the process of finalizing
options for an automated
Neighborhood Watch system.
Andy has also toiled to set up a
wonderful database that allows
the board to track membership
dues, email addresses,
newcomers, volunteers and a
myriad of other functions.

Also brought to the board’s
attention are the entrance
signs and the ‘upcoming event’
notification signs. Mark Kelly is
collecting ideas for better
signage, and possible changes
for some of the five entrances
will be discussed at the next
board meeting on Thursday,
April 2nd.

The Special Events Committee
has mapped out the year's
calendar. For full details,
please visit www.emha.us and
click on Calendar of Events.
Each of these events requires
extra help, so if one of the
events appeals to you, or if you
have ideas for other events for
the coming year, please
contact the committee
chairperson to help.

The themes of interest and
concern over the years
continue to be important to the
Evergreen Meadows home-
owners today. The goal of the
volunteers on the committees
and on the board are as always
for our neighborhood to be a
special place in which to live.
We are proud to be contribu-
tors to that goal and invite you
to join with us.

Carol Pike
EMHA President
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Thursday, April 2
7 pm
Conference Baptist Church
(next to the roundabout @
Hwy 73 & N Turkey Creek).
All are invited!

Carol Pike
EMHA President
303-674-3748
president@emha.us

Mark Kelly
EMHA Vice President
303-679-1596
vp@emha.us

Gary Justus
EMHA Treasurer
303-674-3159
treasurer@emha.us

Glenn Vandine
EMHA Secretary
303 670-7903
secretary@emha.us

Carl Pike, Chairperson
Architectural Review Board
303-674-3748
arb@emha.us

Michelle Parr and
Tami Courtney, Chairpersons
Special Events
720-981-5547
events@embha.us

Gary Justus, Chairperson-
Covenants Control
303-674-3159
treasurer@emha.us

Andy Potter, Chairperson
Membership
303-674-0651
membership@embha.us

Kelly Schmeer, Chairperson
Neighborhood Watch
303-717-9500
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Can You See the Signs? by Mark Kelly, EMHA Vice President

Can you see the signs? For
some people entering Ever-
green Meadows, the answer is
“No.”

Currently there is signage
announcing Evergreen Mead-
ows at only two of the five
entrances to Evergreen Mead-
ows. The two signs are oppo-
site each other on Highway 73
at the north entrance to Gray

signs to announce events
such as EMHA meetings,
Picnics, Easter Egg Hunt,
etc. Some of you may agree
that they are not working well
-- they get blown down by the
wind, plowed over by snow
plows, and baked by the sun
so that the temporary an-
nouncements are perma-
nently stained into the signs.

altogether and are not handy
for our special events volun-
teers to load and unload. We
need a better solution for those
signs.

So what is the best solution for
our signage situation? At the
January EMHA Board Meeting,
special events chairpersons
Michelle Parr and Tami Court-
ney presented the issue and

Fox Drive and at Citation Trail. Sometimes they disappear

For residents or guests enter-
ing via the south entrance of
Gray Fox Drive, via Malamute,
or via Centaur, there is no
signage.

Our current signs are showing
effects of the elements. The
paint has faded considerably
and the wood has cracked. To
keep those signs looking their
best, they will need refurbish-
ment or replacement.

You may have noticed that
periodically the EMHA board
uses temporary special events

Special Events by Michelle Parr and Tami Courtney, Chairpersons

led a discussion on several
possible options. For the
entrance signage, the options
include refurbishing or re-
placing the two existing
signs, and/or adding new
signs at the three entrances
currently without signage. To
address the special events
signage, the options include
temporary signage hanging
from the bottom of the main
signs, or fabric-type banner
signs that could be attached
over the entrance signs
preceding special events.

Each of the possible sighage
options has aesthetic and
financial implications. The
EMHA Board needs input
from residents on this subject
and welcomes feedback.
Please submit feedback to
Mark Kelly at 303-679-1596,
or at vyp@embha.us, or by
attending the EMHA Board
Meeting April 2nd where this
topic will be discussed.

K Please watch for details in
the May newsletter about
other upcoming special
events:

1 & $ e

Have you had enough

snow? Kick off spring with

us and enjoy our Annual

Easter Egg Hunt! Come to .

the baseball field on Grizzly ~ ! " on Friday and Satur-
Way and Prairie Dog on day, June 5th and 6th
Saturday, April 4th. The # 3%

hunt will begin at 10:00 a.m.  (saturday in June TBD)

We will have plenty of hid- ) .
den eggs and a breakfast If you would like to help with
the Easter Egg Hunt, or

for all. We have heard that -
the Easter Bunny may make have other ideas for events
you would like to help with,

a special appearance! If !
you would like to help stuff please contact Michelle Parr
at 720-981-5547 or

eggs for the event, please
attend an Egg-Stuffing Party ~ €vents@emha.us.

on Wednesday, April 1st at
7:00 p.m. (location to be
announced).
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New Neighborhood Watch to Launch this Summer

by Andy Potter, Chairperson, Membership Committee

Our Membership Drive for the
coming year begins next month;
keep an eye out for a solicitation
by email (if we have your email
address) or mail. Annual dues
are $35. Our membership year
begins May 1, 2009 and ends
April 30, 2010.

This year’s membership form will
include questions related to our
modernized Evergreen Meadows
Neighborhood Watch system,
which we hope to have rolled out
this summer. Working with
Neighborhood Watch Committee
Chairperson Kelly Schmeer, our
plan is to develop an automated
system to alert the neighborhood
of highly-localized emergency
events when they occur. Such
events include:

Fires (home or forest)
Burglary

Mountain lion sightings
Storm of the century’ alerts

As a resident of Evergreen
Meadows, you are automatically
a participant of our Neighbor-

hood Watch program. To get
the word out quickly when an
emergency occurs, residents
will have the choice of (if and)
how they want to be contacted
via the following options:

Email

Text mes-
sage to cell
phones

Automated
phone call-
ing to resi-
dents who
prefer re-
ceiving voice
alerts

Our goal is
to develop a
system that
can gener-
ate an out-
going message to residents as
quickly as 15 minutes after an
alert has been reported. In the
coming months, we will an-
nounce an alert phone number
and email address where you

A Challenge for all of Us by cary Justus,

can report incidents; we will
depend on you to be our eyes
and ears. Watch for more in-
formation on this initiative in a
future newsletter.

The Neighborhood Watch pro-
gram will pro-
vide an added
benefit to all
residents of
1 Evergreen
E| Meadows. All
residents are
eligible for the
program re-
i gardless of
their EMHA
membership
status. We
look forward
to getting this
off the ground
and look forward to your input
and help! If you have sugges-
tions or comments or want to
help with the initiative, please
contact Andy Potter at
membership@emha.us or
303-674-0651; or

Kelly Schmeer at
kelly@schmeer.net or 303-717-

9500.

Or come to our board meeting
on Thursday April 2nd at 7:00
pm at the Conference Baptist
Church at County Road 73 and
N. Turkey Creek Rd.

Are you an
EMHA Member?

Membership year
begins May 1 through
April 30, 2010

Annual dues $35

Watch for an
enrollment mailing
next month!

Chairperson, Covenants Control Committee

The EMHA Covenants and
Restrictions are designed to
provide for the preservation of
the values and amenities of our
homes in Evergreen Meadows
and the maintenance thereof.
They are a set of requirements
that all property owners must
observe in the use of their land
and homes, regardless of
membership status in the
EMHA. Covenants are said to
“run with the real property,”
which is to say that when you
purchased your home, these
legally-enforceable rules came
with it. You may find them
printed at our website
www.emha.us. You should
have been provided a copy at
your house closing.

The covenants cover primarily
the exterior of your home and
the land on which it sits, be-
cause the appearance and
usage of our homes affects the
values of all of our homes. For
this reason, the EMHA has the
responsibility of enforcing the

covenants for the benefit of all.
Your Board of Directors is com-
mitted to encouraging all home-
owners to read and understand
the Covenants documents and
the Architectural Review Guide-
lines, as well as the county’s
zoning laws, prior to commenc-
ing any changes to the exterior
of your
home or
land.

nants
Control
Commit-
tee (CCC)
is chal-
lenged
with en-
forcing the '
Cove-
nants.
Any
homeowner may initiate a writ-
ten complaint about a
neighbor’s property when the
homeowner believes that the
covenants are being violated.

The CCC will investigate the
complaint and, if a violation
appears to exist, will contact
the homeowner. The CCC will
work with that homeowner to
first seek voluntary compliance.
It is our goal to solve the prob-
lem at the lowest possible level
in a civil manner.

What are
some of
s the typical
=——— " violations

F‘,, ~ we see in

- " the Mead-

- ows?
- % They in-
— clude
' unsightly
. and un-

kempt
.- conditions
! of the
~ grounds,
material (junk) stored outside,
long-term storage of vehicles
and equipment in plain view of
others, operation of a business
external to the house, erection

of any structures or fences
without Architectural Review
Board approval, and painting of
homes in colors that do not
blend in with the natural colors.
This list is partial only, so it is
incumbent on each of us to
review the Covenants and Ar-
chitectural Review Guidelines
to ensure that we ourselves are
in compliance.

A drive through the neighbor-
hood will show that there is
room for improvement. We ask
that all homeowners take a
look at their own properties.
Your voluntary cooperation is
appreciated. | hope to never
have to be in contact with you
on this issue!

If you have questions or con-
cerns related to covenants,
reach out to me, Gary Justus,
at 303 674-3159 or
treasurer@emha.us.
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Architectural Review Board Report by carl Pike, Chairperson

This time of year is a little slow for Archi-
tectural Review Board (ARB) activities with
little construction going on in the winter.
However, this is a good time to remind
everyone that as Evergreen Meadows
homeowners, we are all governed by the
Covenants and Architectural Guidelines
whether we are members of the Home-
owners Association or not. They are le-
gally binding guidelines for us all. | per-
sonally believe that the reason most of us
chose to live here in Evergreen Meadows
is the look and feel of our neighborhood,
which is a direct result of our Covenants
and Guidelines. They are not particularly
intrusive and were written with the overall
well-being of all residents in mind, as well

as for the preservation of beauty and
appeal of our area. Below is the first
paragraph of the ARB Guidelines. For
those who have not had a chance to re-
view them, they are available on the
website or you can request a copy from
the EMHA board.

— (.

All construction that is undertaken in Ever-
green Meadows, whether new building or
site construction or changes to existing fa-
cilities, shall be subject to review under
these guidelines.

C

! In future issues of the Newsletter, we plan
to review some of the highlights that affect
us here in Evergreen Meadows. The ARB
Committee is looking forward to working
with our Homeowners in a fair and timely
manner. If you have an imminent building
project that needs reviewing, contact me,
Carl Pike, 303-674-3748, or arb@emha.us.

Evergreen Meadows is a quality-
residential development of single family
homes. The natural character of the
area, dominated by the stands of matur-
ing pines, makes it mandatory that resi-
dences built here must be carefully and
sensitively nestled into the landscape. It
is the intent of these Architectural Guide-
lines to provide guidance to designers,
builders, and owners in developing ap-
propriate architectural and site plans
which satisfy these concerns. The Archi-
tectural Review Board (ARB) reserves
the right to revise these guidelines as
changing conditions and priorities dictate,
in order to maintain maximum aesthetic
benefits to the community while enhanc-
ing property values.

Meadowlark
Classifieds

) *

! t

The Evergreen Meadows website has
been updated, so please visit us at
www.emha.us. Itis your source for:
neighborhood events, EMHA news, info
about covenants and architectural guide-
lines

If you have comments or suggestions
related to our website, please contact
Clara Mizenko at webmaster@embha.us

If you are interested in advertising in future editions of The Meadowlark,
contact EMHA President Carol Pike at president@emha.us or 303-674-3748.

(II # n //
If you are interested in listing a classified ad in The Meadowlark, please
contact EMHA President Carol Pike at president@emha.us or 303-674-3748.

$3 0"

For minutes from the January 2009 EMHA meeting ,or for a copy of the ap-
proved EMHA budget, please visit the www.emha.us website.
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If you'd prefer to receive this newsletter by EMAIL ONLY, send
an email to newsletter@embha.us and let us know and we’ll
switch your preferences. The emalil list get the newsletter first!

The Meadowlark, published 6 times a year, is the official newsletter of the Evergreen Meadows Homeowners

';, Association (EMHA). Incorporated in 1974, the EMHA is intended to protect the interests of Evergreen Mead-

E z-. ows property owners, to protect and enhance the value of the area, and to enforce the protective covenants.
2, For newsletter address changes, or to join our mailing list, send us an email at membership@emha.us, or write
’9’33151 us at EMHA, PO Box 2228, Evergreen, CO 80437.
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